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Jordan succeeded in maintaining neutrality in Syrian crisis O
Bakhit

by Dana Al Emam

Former prime minister Marouf
Bakhit delivers a lecture at the
University of Jordan on Monday
((Photo by Dana Al Emam
AMMAN — Jordan should
lobby with world powers to have
the issue of Syrian refugees on the agenda of the January Geneva Il meeting, a
former prime minister said on Monday

Jordan must call for opening humanitarian camps in the Syrian territories for
displaced civilians under the supervision of the UN Security Council, former
.premier Marouf Bakhit said in a lecture at the University of Jordan

The Geneva Il meeting — brokered by the West and Russia — is aimed at
bringing the Syrian regime and opposition to the same table to agree to a
.political transition that ends the bloodshed

The Kingdom’s open-border policy increased the number of Syrian residents
and refugees in Jordan to around 1.2 million, which means a sudden increase in
the population by 20 per cent,” Bakhit, who holds master’s and bachelor’s
.degrees in public administration, said

He highlighted the Kingdom’s unbiased position regarding the situation in
.Syria, noting that the crisis can only end with a political solution

Jordan succeeded in maintaining a neutral position, with the minimum ”

intervention that would not harm the greater interests of the country or change
.its position to a main party in the Syrian crisis,” he noted
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Since the beginning of the crisis, Jordan’s leadership believed in the political ”
solution... to sustain the unity of the Syrians and protect their country’s
“institutions

The cooling of ties between Saudi Arabia and the US over Washington’s
decision not to launch a military strike on Syria after the regime used chemical
weapons might affect Jordan, according to Bakhit, who served twice as prime
.minister

Saudi Arabia might try to force its vision on Jordan regarding its position over ”
the Syrian crisis,” he argued, adding that the differing American and Saudi
positions puts Jordan in the middle between the two opposing views of its
.strategic allies

Bakhit, a former professor of political science at Mutah University, warned of
“the possible danger of exporting the war in Syria to Jordan” after Syrian
officials accused the Kingdom of hosting a Saudi-Israeli operations room to
.manage the military operations against the regime

Regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the former premier said the current
situation is the worst for the Palestinians, who are unable to negotiate for a
settlement due to the absence of strong Arab allies, since all countries are busy
.with their internal issues

However, he emphasised Jordan’s “integral partnership” in the Palestinian
matter and the need to have Jordan present in all negotiations between the two
.parties

The Palestinian approval of any compromises under pressure regarding the
refugees issue will lead to grave consequences in Jordan,” Bakhit said, adding
.that Jordan will be blamed for neglecting the rights of the Palestinians

On the local front, the retired major general said dialogue is Jordan’s means to
.strengthen its internal ranks and ward off external threats

We must exert efforts to strengthen our unity by launching serious and deep ”

dialogue with all forces to create national harmony and enable Jordan to
“.manage the coming stage
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Korean companies seek Jordanian manpower

by Abeer NumanEun-Ho Jo, the
commercial attach® of the Korean
embassy in Amman, presents a letter
of donation of a 42-inch LG LED TV
from the Korea Companies
Association in Amman to the
University of Jordan for educational
purposes (Photo courtesy of the Korea
(Business Centre

AMMAN O Instead of waiting for job
seekers to knock on their doors, Korean companies operating in Jordan
opted to reach out to university students and provide them with clear ideas
.about job opportunities at their businesses across the country

At a job career seminar that was held at the University of Jordan (UJ) on
Thursday, representatives of four top Korean companies presented
briefings on their business backgrounds, their operations in Jordan and
.available vacancies

Participating companies were LG Electronics, Samsung Electronics, Kolon
Global and KEPCO, with the latter forging ahead with new energy
.projects in Qatraneh

We need staff for the operation and maintenance. We will hire 160 0
Jordanian workers,0 said Young Jin Bae, CEO of Amman Asia Electric
.Power Company, in his presentation

We need engineers and mechanics, in particular,0 he told The Jordan 0
Times, highlighting his companybs recent expansion in Jordan and the
.region

Organised by Korea Business Centre (KOTRA, Amman) and the

commercial office of the embassy of the Republic of Korea to Jordan, in
cooperation with the King Abdullah Il Fund for Development (KAFD) and
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UJos deanship of student affairs, the event targeted undergraduate and
.graduate students

Addressing the attendance, Eun-Ho Jo, the commercial attach® of the
Korean embassy in Amman and KOTRAGs director general, said
fi.finationality is no more an obstacle to working in global companies

The diplomat added that the manufacturing base of Korean companies is
not only inside Korea, but is also all over the world, highlighting chances to
reach better positions and get higher pay while working at a Korean
.company, and O finally O start oneds own business

Mahmoud Magqgableh, director of the KAFD career guidance office, said:
fiFrankly speaking, there is high unemployment, but there are also other
related problems, namely that job seekers do not know how to market or
fi.sell themselves

We are working to teach them how to write a CV and to market 0
.themselves, in cooperation with INJAZ,0 he said

We are also working to connect companies and institutions with 0
university students and to strengthen the relation between the two sides,0
Magableh said, adding that the KAFD career guidance office is now trying
.to reach out to first-year university students

Ahead of the seminar, Mohammad Harbi, a second-year computer science
student, said he did not know what the seminar was going to be about, but
the names of the companies in the seminar announcement posted on
.Facebook prompted him to show up

.The trademarks drew our attention,0 he saido

A group of female IT students having a snack ahead of the seminar near its
.venue said they had no idea that a career seminar was going to take place

Ahmad Burghol, a second-year computer programming student, said he

knew about the seminar and was planning to catch up with the discussions
.after a lecture
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Two other students from the engineering faculty who were standing near
the auditorium at the King Abdullah Il School for Information
Technology, and were members of a guidance committee, said they had
.information about the event

It is a job fair to tell students that there are jobs abroad, and some 12,000 0
.Jobs will be highlighted,0 one of them said

Although Thursdaybs seminar did not produce 12,000 job opportunities, it
raised studentst awareness of chances to join global companies through
.patience and hard work

During the Q&A session that followed the seminar, a graduate student who
majored in English and Korean said she and her fellow graduates were
.unable to find a job, although they graduated more than two years ago

She claimed that 100 out of the 105 graduates who where in her class two
.years ago could not find jobs related to their specialisation

In reply, company representatives explained that students should consider
Jlanguage as a medium and not think of it as a target on its own

Knowing Arabic, English and a third language is welcomed and
.appreciated by companies, but companies are hunting for much more

Companies are fishing for skilled workers who have the proper education
and are willing to become immersed in fieldwork and go the extra mile, the
.company representatives told UJ students

KOTRA will hold a similar career day at the Jordan University of Science

and Technology on Sunday, with representatives of the same four
companies taking part, along with representatives of Daewoo E & C
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